Signature Requirementsfor Qualifying I nitiative and
Referendum Petitionsin 1999, 2000, 2001, and 2002

(Based on the Number of Persons who Voted for the Office of Governor at the 1998 General Election)

Initiative

Often cdled “direct democracy”, the initiative is the power of the people to propose statutes, amend-
ments to the state congtitution or genera obligation bond mesasures for voter approval or rgjection. An
initiative Statute requires the Sgnatures of registered voters equa in number to 5% of the votes cast for
al candidates for governor in the last generd dection to qudify for the bdlot; an initiative condtitutiona
amendment requires sgnatures equaling 8% of the gubernatorid vote. A qudified initiativeis placed on
the balot a aregularly scheduled statewide election that occurs at least 131 days after the measure
quaifies, or at apecid dection caled by the Governor. Any initiative that quaifies after the 131-day
deedline is placed on the next ensuing statewide balot. The Legidature may amend or reped initiative
gatutes, but must submit the amendment/repedl to a vote of the people, unlessthe initiative Satute
permits amendment or reped without voter gpproval.

Number of Sgnatures Required for an Initiative Congtitutional Measure: 670,816
[8 percent of 8,385 1966?Art 1, 8 8(b), Congtitution)]

Number of Sgnatures Required for an Initiative Statutory Measure: 419,260
[5 percent of 8,385,196 (Art. I1, 8 8(b), Congtitution)]

Referendum

Referendum is the power of the people to approve or regject Satutes adopted by the Legidature,
except those that are urgency, that cal for eections, or that provide for tax levies or gppropriations for
usua current expenses of the state. Citizens wishing to block implementation of alegidatively adopted
datute must gather and have verified within 90 days of enactment of the bill sgnatures equa in number
to at least 5% of the votes cadt for dl candidates for governor in the last gubernatoria dection. A
qudified referendum is placed on the ballot a a statewide dection that occurs at least 31 days after the
measure qudifies, or a a specid eection caled by the Governor. The Legidature may amend or
reped referendum statutes.

Number of Signatures Reguired for a Referendum Messure: 419,260
[5 percent of 8 385 1966[2Art. I1, 8 9(b), Congtitution)]



New Poalitical Party Qualification Requirements
for the 2000 and 2002 Primary Elections

(Based on the Number of Persons who Voted at the 1998 General Election)

There are two methods by which palitica parties can qualify for officid status and so be ableto place
candidates on the primary eection balot. The qudification deadline for either method is 135 days before a

satewide primary in an even-numbered year, based on the regigtration totals as of the 154* day before the
eection.

1. Registration. By the 135-day deadline, a party must have obtained regisirations equa in number
to 1% of thetota vote cast in the last gubernatoria eection. The current registration requirement is:

New Politica Party by Registration 86,212
[1 percent of 8,621,121 (8 5100(b), Elections Code)]

2. Petition. By the deadline, aparty must have collected petition signatures of registered voters of any
party equa in number to 10% of the vote cast in the last gubernatorid dection. The current Sgna-
ture requirement is:

New Political Party by Petition 862,113
[10 percent of 8,621,121 (8 5100(c), Elections Code)]

Torean its officd detus, a paty must
1. maintain aregigration level equa to 1/15 of 1% (0.00067) of the total regigtration of the sate, and
2. have acandidate for statewide office (Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of State, Attorney

Generd, Treasurer, Controller, Insurance Commissioner, or United States Senator) poll at least 2%
of the vote for that office.



